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INTRODUCTION 



Hie isigeacit of Indian history is Lbe gnstid^t that Lhe history 
of any country can offer. The history of India began when, man 
first appeared on [he globe. Since Llien, the Indian people alone 
of the peoples of the various countries of else earth have been 
progressing without interruption in handicraft, physical sciences 
applied to manual industries, art work on wood, stone and ivory, 
social amelioration and religious experience. The civilization of 
India alone has progressed for countless millenniums without being 
prematurely choked out of existence by the desiccation of the 
soil or [he drying up of the nobler springs of human action, bv the 
spread of malaria or the moral decadence of the people. It is true 
that the progress of culture in India, though continuous, was not 
uniform. It did not proceed in a straight Line, but in undulations 
like the waves of the sea. Sometimes die crest of the wave of 
progress was tali, at other times llte trough between two waves 
was very broad but there lias been always progress and never 
retrogression. Hie first and the second chapters of this entrancing 
history have till now been neglected by scholars, and I will sketch 
them in outline in lihis lecture. 




CHAPTER I 



Tilt OLD STONE AGE 
THE ORIGIN OF MAN 

After an elaborate discussion of t he various finds of relics of 
early nun and of the supposed precursors of man belonging to die 
Pleiocene Epoch. die Latest subdivision of the Tertiary Age, which 
preceded the present Geological Period, in various pans oflhe 
world, the Rev. E. O. James, an his Introduction ta Anthropology 
(191 9), concludes: ,r il is quite within die bounds of probability 
that further researeh in the neighbourhood of Ihe Siwalik 
(Sapadalaksha) bills in Northern India will reveal one more of llie 
tertiary forerunners of the apes and man. PaiaeapitheL-nx (i.e., 
ancient ape) may be cited as an example from the pleioeene of die 
Siwalik hills of a generalized type of extinct ape related to the 
Chimpanzee, the Gorilla, and die Gibbon, with tipper premolars 
resembling those of man."' Since this was written scientific 
investigators have visited die Siwalik hills and have arrived al 
the conclusion lliaL Northern India was probably the lirst home 
of man. 

The persistent search for the ” missing link,'" which may be 
called the biological approacli to die solution of the place of man's 
origin, lias been inspired by Darwin's theory of the descent of 
man from a pithecoid (ape-like) ancestor by incessant struggle lor 
existence, the survival of the titles! as a result of the straggle, so 
aptly described by Tennyson as " Nat me red in tooth and ela%v," 
and the consequent perpetuation of small accidental variations of 
the cliaiacceristies of the individuals, the accumulation of which 
enabled one species to evolve Into another. Under the impulsion 
of diis conception of the origin of man, die Piihetfanihrupus eiams — 
ape-man who stood erect on his teei— became Hie object of scientific 
search. Between IK91 and 1S94 Dr. Eugene Dubois discovered on 
the east bank of the Solo, a stream which rises among the volcanic 
hilts in the centre of Java, a skull-cap, a human thigh-bone (Lett) 
and two molar leelli which he claimed to belong to an animal 
midway between anthropoid apes and man. This skull-cap lias 
been much discussed by biologists : six authorities have held the 
skull to be human; six have decided it to be simian, i.e., to 
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belong to a man-like ape, while eight have concluded, that it is. 
intermediate, i.e., a missing link. 

Meanwhile (he Darwinian theory of the origin of species is 
last losing credit. H. Reinhcimcr, after a re-examination of 
Darwin's arguments, concludes ’’that neither philosophy, nor 
physiology, nor palaeontology, lend oounlenance to Darwin's 
theory of Natural Selection."' Reinheimer finds that 
evolutionary progress is not due to competition hut to co- 
operation. no! to struggle tor existence: hut to symbiosis. What 
Miss May Kendall in (lie Baiimi ufthe lutohytmtur u* aings: — 

" Ere Man was developed, our brother. We 
swan and we ducked and we dived. And we 
dined, as a rule, on each other -WhaL matter, 
the toughest survived," 

can Lead only to degeneration. " The cardinal necessity of life 
is not so much lor the organism to fit itself merely expedieiilly 
to any and every new condition, but rather to strive towards the 
achievement of the purpose of life by obedience to some 
sublime law of inter-dependence and of inter- 
determination . . . Many monsters of the past have played 
Ibr anti-social self-aggrandisement to their own extinction, 
and Lhc existing types that play a 1 lone hand' are penalized 
in many more ways than lias hitherto been thought of. Intense 
individualism, alLhough abundantly evident, is what one 
might term a 1 back number.' But cooperation is in the line 
of success; it. so to speak, expresses llie soul of things, and 
we must Learn to estimate the morality of nature by its main 
tendency, not by its occasional deviations/' 2 In oilier words, 
as the rishis of old taught, love and self-sacrifice underlie 
creation and are tiie law of progress. 

Other objections to Darwinism are not lacking. The 
facts with regard to heredity discovered by Father Mendel 
and his followers cannot be reconciled with the assumption of 
the constant appearance of spontaneous small variations by- 
Darwin. Moreover anti-Darwinians are pointing out that die 
geologists whom Darwin easily made slaves of his theory, 
have based their interpretations of the evidence of nicks, not 
on their physical relations but on the evolutionary hypothesis. 
Ever since Lyeii. after long struggle, yielded to the 
blandishments of die Darwinian view- of evolution some 75 
years ago. geologists have been arranging the sequence of 
rocks and fossils to suit Darwinian theories, and Darwinians 
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have been quoting the geologists' interpretation of rocks as the 
greatest proof of their hypothesis— a splendid example of arguing 
in a vicious circle. 

Hence it is much safer lor the student of history to turn from 
the biological approach to the problem of the first home of man, to 
the anthropological approach to it. This may be made both from 
(lie tf priori and the a posteriori standpoints. On the one hand we 
may discuss wlilcli part of the surface of the earlh was best fitted 
lo support primitive man in fairly large numbers when he first 
arose in ancient times, lie could surely not have inhabited the 
bleak mountain tops of the Himalayas where man even now 
cannot live ; nor could he have Inhabited the dense forests that 
clothe the lower levels of the Himalayan mountains or the equally 
thick jungle region called Dandakaranyam, which in those days 
stretched from where the Indo-GangetLc plain ended lo within a 
few miles of Cape Comorin. The inner recesses of the tropical 
jungle, even to-day, many millenniums after man leaml to conquer 
nature and utilize or transcend the conditions of his environment, 
continue to be too unhealthy lor human habitation and too thickly 
infested with animal and vegetable monsters for feeble man to 
nourish there. Nor could early man have inhabited the great tiver 
valleys of ancient India, in early days the beds of rivers were 
much broader and higher than lltcy are now. arid the regions 
adjoining them, far too marshy. The great Indo-Gangetic plain, 
however fitted to maintain a teeming population now that the 
rivers have hollowed for themselves a deep bed, and man lias 
drained the soil Ibr thousands of years and learnt to raise several 
kinds of crops, must have been in the far oil' past too much without 
covert lo afford primitive man shelter against his animal foes, 
both huge and small, and loo much water-logged to be fit for men 
lo live and grow there. Man, therefore, most probably rose and 
grew In the comparatively narrow strip of coast between the jungle 
and the Indian Ocean. Here die land is of moderate height above 
sea-level; the jungle was loo thin lo enable early man's animal 
foes to infest it in large numbers; lie could find shelter in bushes 
and on tops of trees. The climate was as equable then as it is 
now; atmospheric conditions did not roquire that his skim, 
comparatively denuded of liair, needed any protection in the form 
of dress, which he had to provide himself with, when later he 
spread lo less favourable climates. Hie soil, riot far from river 
valleys, retained enough water to meet the wants of early man, who 




lor want of pots could not live very tar from sources of water- 
supply. Moreover, " Homo primigertlt/s was probably al tir:*t mainly 
a vegetarian, ... It can lie pretty safely assumed, judging 
limm the teeth of the earliest skulls, and from (lie lack of imple- 
ments, that prior to the ChelLean age (the lowest Palaeolithic Age) 
primeval man was chiefly a vegetarian, except for sue!) flesh as 
was furnished by small animals." 1 The fruits and nuts which 
formed the main portion of his diet were available in plenty in 
the fringe of the Dandakaranyam. The fact that primitive 
representatives of the four existing types of anthropoid apes— the 
Gorilla and the Chimpanzee, the Gibbon and die Orang-outang- 
have been discovered in Southern India, proves llxat here man 
ought to have risen and flourished in ancient times. The environ- 
ment that suited these apes must have suited also early man. 

This conclusion, reached on a priori considerations, is amply 
borne out by the results of the search for relics of early man 
conducted so lar. It is unfortunate that this search has nol been 
systeinaticalLy carried out by Slate or private agency. We have to 
depend only on the reports of casual fmds by a few officers of 
the geological survey, or of very few other gentlemen whose 
enthusiasm for the discovery of proldxtorical antiquities of the 
Indian man led them to devote a tew odd moments of their Leisure 
for the purpose. Partly for this reason, lwmes or other relics of 
the bodies of primitive men have not t*een found in India. This is 
mainly also due to the lact that he lived in regions exposed to the 
fury of monsoon winds and tropical rains, which must have driven 
to the ocean what parts of his carcase escaped the voracity of 
carnivorous beasts and hinds. Moreover, early man in India had 
not, as his European contemporaries liad, to seek refuge in caves 
from the cold of the Glacial Epoch, for South India was seldom 
invaded by glaciers. Et is these cave -dwellings of Hie European 
palaeolithians (bat have yielded skeletons of different races. The 
six Glacial Epochs of Europe, enumerated by Professor James 
Geikie, were represented in South India by corresponding Pluvial 
Epochs, very wet periods which must liave waslied down palaeolithic 
skeletons. 

We have, therefore, to depend, lor evidence of man's early 
presence in South India, on his artefacts, i.e.. on things made 
by him. "By assuming the erect attitude," says James - ’’man 
became differentiated from alt other animals by being free to 
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pick up and hold or throw stones, etc.. an aceomplislmtent of the 
greatest value in the daily guest lor food. With a piece of Hint 
he could pound up his routs, berries. etc.. scrape wilh a similar 
weapon the skins of the animals he had killed, dig holes in the 
ground for store-houses., or Increase the warmth ol'his hut, and in 
laler times could hollow out liees lo make canoes. En short, flint 
or perhaps, a bone implement, was used for everything for which 
a tool could be used. At first a stone haphazardly picked up no 
doubt served for many purposes." Man began lo manufacture 
tools for himself born when he began his career on this globe; and 
artelaels are betler evidence of human presence than bones and 
skulls and teeth, for it is often difficult lo decide whether these 
belonged to man or other animal of similar anatomical charac- 
teristics. When primitive man -fftwno prirtd^niu.% -first stumbled 
against a stone or hit his head against the overhanging bough 
of a forest tree, and instead of wasting his impotent rage in 
pounding the offending stone to dust or tearing that bough to 
shreds, he turned the experience to prollt and learnt to fling that 
stone as a missile at an enemy or broke that bough and used it as 
a club, he began his human caieer on the earth. Man has been 
defined as a tool-making animal, and this is a sound anthropologi- 
cal concept. The tools of early man are much more reliable as 
evidence ol'his presence in a locality than the ambiguous skulls 
and doubtful teeth and thigh bones which biologists have so lar 
relied oil to iix the age or place of human evolution . and tliose who 
have been engaged in collecting early human ajlelacts are forced 
to conclude lhat man first appeared in, and has since, without a 
bieak. occupied, the edge of the Deccan plateau. This can be 
made evident if we mark on a map of India all the find-spots of 
palaeolithic tools discovered so tar. 

T<X)LS OF THE EARLIEST AGE 

The clubs used by earliest men have not escaped the ravages 
of time, lor wood is a material whose life is very short in the 
climate of India ; and. besides, the Indian Termites (white ants) 
have a special fondness Ibr it. Vet we may be fairly certain that 
Indian clubs of several hundred thousand years ago were not very 
different in shape and size from the weapons which Indian gods 
wield to-day. There is no god worshipped in India nowadays, 
either inside dimly lighted temples or in airy places under shady 




trees, either by the meditative Brahman as or the toddy-sodden 
low-caste men, hue owns as one of bis divine Lmplcmcnis and has 
wielded, according to legend, for offence or for defence, a big-sized 
mace with a tong, handle and a heavy globular head ending in a 
sharp point. Hence we may infer that primitive man's chief 
weapon was a club with which he smashed the heads of his human 



or animal foes , and when they were at too close quarters for nourish- 
ing his club before he could gather momentum for breaking his 
enemy's head, he pierced his brains through his eyes with the 
pointed cud. The forests of India, then as now, furnished him 
with plenty of very hard timber which could be used for the 
purpose. 

It is difficult to decide when early man learnt to employ the 
how and (lie arrow. He wos certainly intelligent enough to dis- 
cover that lie could split the bamboo, bend one split half into a 
how, tie a piece of cough, dried creeper or of the sinews of an 
animal and shoot long, Itard thorns from it. The descendants of 
these primitive men, now living in the interior of the Vindhyan 



forests, are certainly expert bowmen and could kill a tiger with 
one arrow. The conditions of primitive life were such that men had 
frequently to fight with wild animals face to face: and the very 
fact that the race was not exterminated proves that they had as much 
nerve and as much skill in shooting with the bow as the modern 
shikari. The Indians of those far off days probably also used 
spears made of hard woods. The head of a long, hard stick can be 
sharpened against rock or burned so as to end in a sharp point: 
and the heart-wood of the I lunl nickm binuiui ^ ) or the Xyfla 
tii i K ,■ b rift tvsri it ( 13. ev ) or other stone-hard woods with which South 



India abounds, can easily be turned into a spear. But none of the 
wooden tools of old India can reasonably be expected to survive 
the action of air and water, conjoined with the insatiable hunger 
of the omnivorous poachtex that have always abounded in the land, 
not the least of which is the so-called white ant, whose pertinacity 
in destructive operations is so wonderful. Man soon learnt to make 
tools also of stone. "At first a stone haphazardly picked up no 
doubt served for many purposes. Monkeys have been observed to 
use scones for cracking, nuts, etc., and therefore there is no definitely 
human mental activity in the performance of such an act. But as 
soon as man appeared, it was not long before lie discovered that a 
shaped implement was more practical than an unshaped one, and 
he began flaking his tools to the desired proportions. The earliest 




look must have been made by flaking 01 hammering a piece of 
gravel with another stone to improve its shape and adapt it for 
use. Such roughly hewn pebbles, nodules and natural broken 
stones showing work . . . have been called r eoliths,' or 
early stone tools. The controversy as to whether the so-called 
eoliths found in Europe were not (he work of man is si ill unsettled. 
Eolith ic forms aje constantly being produced by cartwheels freak- 
ing up newly mended roads, [he concussion of adjacent pebbles, 
Ihe effects of weather ami other natural processes .... It is 
therefore clearly impossible to say that a given Him owes its form 
lo natural or accidental causes, such as weathering, movements of 
deposits, ice, crushing in landslips, etc., or if it was chipped by 
man." 1 So far eoiithic forms of tools have not been met with in 
India. Why this form of stone implement should not have been 
made by eoiithic people, "if such people there was is a puole 
hard to explain, tor various kinds of siliceous stone nearly ap- 
proaching Hint in ils peculiar and special form of fissibilily are to 
be found in different parts of the peninsula, Lo wit, the many forms 
of chert in the Cuddapah and Kumool systems, the jaspers of [he 
Dharwar system, the agates of the" Deccan trap and. Lastly, Ihe 
true Hints found in the valley of the Veilar river in the north- 
eastern part of the Tciehinopoly District. Flint is also procurable 
in Sind.": Perhaps the very idea of an eoiithic people and of 
the necessity Idr the existence of an early stage of rougher imple- 
ments to form the precursors of [he finished types of palaeolithic 
tools is due to a too tigidi adherence Lo the Darwinian hypothesis 
of evolution by the perpetuation of slow variations. Evolutionary 
progress was often catastrophic, per xattum „■ the first faint efforts, 
the halting attempts id improvements in several directions are not 
discoverable; Ihe invention of language was probably due Lo a 
sudden outburst of human intelligence. Similarly man might 
have stumbled into [he art of making scone tools of the palaeolithic 
type, without a preliminary eoiithic stage of development. More- 
over. the discovery of eoiithic took, if they exist at ail. needs a 
very careful search by trained investigators such as have not yet 
taken part in the survey of Indian pro historical antiquities. But 
till the existence of an eoiithic people is definitely proved to be 
a fact, we need not be concerned about the Lack of eoiithic finds 
in India. 
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LLthLc tools, ire Lhe chief evidence of mail's residence in any 
Locality and It is by noting []ie sites where they have been 
discovered (hat we can determine in what parts of India man 
first flourished. These first tools were nude by chipping: pebbles 
were carefully selected from shingle-beds and, hy a skilful blow 
or two with another stone, Lhe required sharp edges were pro- 
duced. Early man displayed a wonderful skill in shaping these 
tools; but he did not polish their surfaees. For a very very Long 
time he was content to use rough-surfaced tools.. Then be Learnt 
to grind the surfaces of his tools till, they became very smooth to 
Lhe touch. Tie Long lithic stage of human culture, whose length 
was many many times greater than that of the historic period, is 
hence divided into two parts, the first called Lhe Palaeolithic Age 
or that of the old, rough stone tools, iiteasured in hundreds of 
thousand years, and the second called the Neolithic Age or that of 
lhe new, smooth stone tools, measured in thousands of years. 
Man's progress was at first slow, painfully slow, so that lhe first 
age of human history w‘as as long as the Yugas of llie Indian 
astronomer. 

PAL EOLITHS 

Palaeolitlis have been found chiefly in South India. Tire 
Kumool district has yielded abundant palaeolithic remains. 
Considerable areas of lhe coastal regions of the Guntur and 
Nellore districts contain relies of man's handiwork. So, loo, lhe 
hills, maidmis, and scrub jungles of die Cuddapah district. The 
Gliinglcput and North Arcot districts have yielded innumerable 
palaeolithic tools. In the Dharwar and BLjapur districts- the 
Southern Mahialta counliy —all sorts, of fine implements of the old 
Slone Age base been picked up. A single specimen from the 
Narmada valley (Central Provinces) furnishes decisive evidence 
of man's contemporaneity w ith eatinci vertebrate fauna. In the 
Godavari valley (Warangal division of the 1 lydeiahad State) lias 
been found an old factory of palaeolithic tools. A lew implements 
have been found scattered in Central India and Rajpuiana and 
almost none in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. This proves that from 
Lhe earliest times man Nourished in the edge of the Deccan 
plateau. 

Tiie Palaeolithic Age in Europe has been divided into the 
Lower Palaeolithic and Upper Palaeolithic, and these into seven 
sub-periods (L) Cliellean, Aebeulean, Mousterian, (2) Aurigna- 
cinn, Solutrean, MagdaLenian and Azilian -called after the names 




of the places where the characteristic tools of each period have 
been discovered. When the higher palaeolithic period began 
there was a marked improvement in (he method of flint- working 
and various new kinds of tools, showing an increase in the number of 
handicrafts, were manufactured ; new materials were used Ibr 
implement making — soch as bone and ivory. Sculpture on stone 
and engraving on bones were practised and the artistic sense of 
palaeolithic man reached its highest point. Indian palaeolithic 
artefacts — cleaving, smiting and digging implements exactly 
resembling the early Stone Age implements found in Northern 
and Southern Africa, Central America and in Europe have been 
picked up and stocked in the museums of Madras and Calcutta. 
Mr. }. Cnggin Brown divides them ,r into three types, namely, 
hiHtchms, which correspond to the English ' Cell* . . . palaeo- 
Lilhs. in which I include the axe and the cleaver-like forms . . and 
discoid lorms" 1 Mr. Bruce Foote, however, recognizes ten distinct 
forms of tools. They are (i) axes., of which four forms have been 
Ibund— (u/ pointed oval. ( b ) oval, fc) square-edged, icollcrd the 
Madras type, {tl) oblique-edged, called the guillotine type; (1} 
spears -id.,! narrow type, tbi btood-based type' (3) dicing tools, 
pointed with thick pebble hutts : (4 \ circular implements, hurling- 
stones with sharp edges ail round, the prototype of Vishnu's 
Chakratn , (5) choppers, pointed oval with sharp edge on one side 
only ; (6) knives, long narrow Hakes with parallel sharp edges , (7) 
scrapers; fS) cores; (9) hammer-stones ; (to) strike-aiights. " The 
palaeolithic forms are at least ten in number, clearly designed 
tor different purposes. The leading shapes are pointed ovals . . . 
These show considerable differences m the proportion of 
their width to length and have all sharp edges all round which 
would prevent thcii being used in die unprotected hand. They were 
in all probability fitted into cloven handles and securely laslied 
with gut or stripes of wet hide or strong vegetable llbre; but no 
type of bailing was preserved in the deposits in which the 
implements came to be buried."'" The sharp-edged tools of the 
old Stone Age reveal that palaeolithic men possessed much 
skill of hand- the cutting edge of these tools was made by the 
meeting of flake surfaces, each produced by one blow : repeated 
small clippings could not result in so sharp an edge. A lew of these 
tools have a blunt edge, tor they were meant to be grasped by the 
unguarded hanjjel when used. 
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By far [foe greater number of palaealiths that Slave 
been discovered so tar in Southern India were made of 
quartzite, die most suitable material and die most largely 
developed in the North* Areot, Ch ingle pul, and Nellore 
districts. Quartzites are '"metamorphosed sand-stones, the 
metamorphosis consisting of the introduction and 
deposition of secondary silica, in crystalline continuity with 
[he rolled quartz-grains of die original sand-stone." Several 
great shingle-beds aflbral widespread supplies of shingle 
in Southern India, especially in the Cast Coast. 
Quartzite was the most suitable material for [foe purpose 
of making tools; and " Rorth of the valley of the Palar 
river,, it was liir and away die most plentiful material; the 
great shingle-beds of different ages of the Jurassic rocks 
(the Rajamahal series), [lie Sripermatur and Sattiyavedu 
series, afford inexhaustible and widespread supplies of 
splendid shingle, which die palaeolithic folk seem to have 
preferred greatly to masses of quartzite broken oil' from the 
vast beds of that rock which give rise to the enormous 
scarps which figure so strikingly in the Cnddapah and 
Kumool systems as seen in the Nageri mountains and the 
Velltkonda ami Nallamalai ranges of theEastem Cihats.^ But 
west of longitude 7730 W, [rue quartzite " is not (bund in any 
quantity and die old stone chippers had to content 
themselves, unless prepared to undeitake a long and 
perilous journey, with the best substitute they could lind, 
which in Bellary district was the more siliceous varieties of 
[he hsematile quartzite which forms such huge beds in die 
dmiwar system to which belong the hill ranges in (lie 
centre and western pail of the district, it lent itself by no 
mearts so well to being worked into implements as the true 
quartzite, but still the old workers managed to turn 
outuseful axes and other tools."" 1 A few palaeolithic tools 
of quartz have been found in the Godavari valley and the 
Batoda Stile; but quartz lends itself very badly to being 
chipped in any shape. In the Rewuh State, Lhc pakieolidiie 
people made their tools of porcel-lanite, 11 a kind of 
hornstone or baked shale which occurs in thelower 
Vindhyan racks of this region. 1 * 1 

I IUNTTNG 

Man began Elis career on tire globe as an eater of 
fruits and nuts. This is proved by the facts that his food- 
lube is long, his tongue is smooth and his teeth are flat, 
whereas the flesh-eating 
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animals have a short tube, pointed teeth and a rough longue. 
Moreover, since the taste-buds that form the extremities of our taste- 
nerves tiave been evolved with reference to our natural environment, 
boils and nuts, which contain all the food-stuff's necessary for man {and 
the latter, die fat required, in die easily assimilable form of natural 
emulsions), are of sweet laste and agreeable flavour. Besides this, 
fruits contain acids that kill disease-creating germs that may 
accidentally find lodgment inside our bodies. Fruits and nuts still 
continue to be sweet and agreeable to the tongue, though man has, 
during many millenniums, been vitiating his nerves of taste by 
perversely training them to appreciate things which possess what 
one may call the unnatural lastes titter and burning, astringent and 
alkaline- Hence fruits and nuts are the best diet even for the modern 
civilised man. But early man found that seasonal variations affected 
Llie productivity of the bees and plants he depended upon for the 
supply of his food. Tine advance of glaciers on several countries of the 
then habitable parts of the earth also compelled him to search for 
other kinds of food. He found the llesh of animals to be tasly and thus 
acquired flesh-eating propensities. So he "added animal food to his 
original diet; but even so his earliest attempts at hunting would most 
likely be confined to frogs and the small rodents, till, as his 
implements, weapons, and skill became more developed,” lie giew in 
courage and entered the. heart of the forest and became a liunler of 
big animals both for food and self-defence. This is proved by the 
fact that many choppers with sharp edges are found on many 
palaeolithic sites; these were evidently used for cutting the meat of 
animals which palaeolithic ntati killed for food. But yet, his principal 
food continued to be fruits and nuts and tubers; for human teeth are 
not as strong as, and human tongues are not as rough as. those of the 
meat-eating animals: with his digging tools lie dug oul of the ground the 
various succulent roots that are native to Southern India, and ale them 
with relish, for the South Indian did, as modern Indians do. subsist 
mainly on vegetable Ibod and ate meat, only as curry, i.e_, as an 
auxiliary to his vegetarian food, unlike the ancient and the modem 
European, whose principal food is meat and who regards vegetables 
only as an auxiliary, to provide a variety to the nerves of taste jaded 
with monotonous animal Ibod. 

But the axes, the spears, and the hurling-stones used by 
palaeolithic man were not merely used for hunting animals for 
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fund- He had constantly Lu fight with the bigger animals, which would, 
but for his shill in hunting, have soon exterminated him. palaeolithic man 
had certainly a hard lime of it with his zoological environment. He had 
to contend against tigers {especially those that became the rnueb- 
d i called man-eaters and acquired the taste for human flesh which 
seems to have a special fascination for tigers), lions whieb probably 
were rarer than tigers, panthers and cheetahs which were numerous, 
hyenas and bears. The elephant, the rhinoceros, the wild boar, the 
bison, the wild buffalo, the crocodile, the python, the viper and the 
cobra must have also caused much mortality among early men. 
Sharks and other varieties of sea-animals must have frequently taken 
toll of human life. The smaller slinging animals — scorpions, 
spiders, wasps and ants — whose stings though they are not 
immediately destructive of life, certainly cause very much 
annoyance, abounded in the land then, as they do now. lienee 
palaeolithic man's zoological environment was nol very pleasant; 
but yet the innumerable dangers by which he was surrounded, 
stimulated his courage and made him an efficient hunter, expert in the 
use of the how and the arrow, the club, the spear and Lhe quoit. 
The life of the hunter certainly develops greul keenness of lhe 
sense-organs, and the junglewalla of to-day and the shikari, who is so 
indispensable to modern Kim rods, have inherited from their s Lone-age 
ancestors theii unerring sure ness of aim und extraordinary keenness of 
senses and consequent general intelligence. 

Descendants of palaeolithic men, who follow man's First occupation 
of hunting are still found in various parts of India, more especially in 
the forests where they can exercise their profession. There is Literary 
evidence to prove that former kings of India employed 
shikuiis when they hunted the nobler animals 

for am u sent cm, as also for guarding villages in forest tracts from wild 
beasts, and even to-day foreigners who come to India for killing wild 
game rely on these jungle men who are expert with the bow and 
arrow. But their arrows have, since iron was discovered in South 
India, been tipped with steel arrow-heads, and they have learnt to 
use other iron tools. Bat otherwise they have not got over their 
palaeolithic habits. 



FERE 

"Noiraees of the use of fire have, so far as I know, been met 
wilh in deposits containing the oldest chipped stones, but their 




maker* must have known it." i The reasons why 
palaeolithic hearths have not been discovered so far are, flrst 
that [he old stone-age people chiefly lived in the open ; 
secondly, [lie cave-dwellings where palaeolithic man might 
have taken shelter, like those in Europe which have 
yielded evidence of fires which he lighted in the far off 
past, have not yet been explored. "The shapeliness and 
good workmanship, however, of many of their weapons and 
tools" show that they were a distinctly intelligent people, 
and very early in their career must have devised means of 
obtaining fire. Bamboo which easily ignites by attrition is 
plentiful in Southern India. Even now a strong breeze 
produces conflagrations in bamboo groves very 
frequently ; and surely early man was intelligent enough 
to experiment in the generation of heat, and to invent ihe 
manufacture of ftre by rubbing together two pieces of 
wood. Man soon discovered that he could obtain fire more 
easily by drilling a small hollow with a stone tool on a 
block of wood and churning a stick in the hollow. This, 
Lhe earliest method of producing fire, has become the 
holiest, Ibr the earlier a custom the holier it is. and later 
customs are considered worldly in contrast with [earlier 
ones. So even io-day lire for the Vedic fire rite, Yajmt, is 
produced only by churning it with a fire drill, arum, on a 
piece of wood with a hollow on its surface. It is only with 
such a fi re produced in such a fashion that the cremation of 
the corpses of Brahmana men and women who have per- 
formed Lhc Vedic rites of sacrifice, can be conducted even 
to-day. A later fashion of producing fire, devised when 
palaeolithic man became more used to employing stone 
tools, was by striking flint and catching the sparks in 
inflammable material like the palmyra fibre. This is 
certainly a later fashion, because it has not acquired the 
sanctity which is associated with the former method. Both 
fashions of making fire can he observed to-day throughout 
India, where modem matches are not available. Ir Having 
discovered a method by which fire could be obtained, il 
would not be long before our primeval ancestors found 
abundant uses for this all-essential phenomenon. Il would 
soon be ascertained that fire was a means of safely from 
the attacks of hostile animals, and that cooked load is more 
palatable than raw flesh. Little wonder then that, in process 
of time, it came to be regarded with superstitious awe as a 
gift from heaven.” ' 



* FhJOK-, iyf. ill., p. it. 
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The mystery of ihe b-L r Eh of fire from Hie fire-stick filled 
the cos ekIs of the Indian people with inexpressible wonder 
which lasted lor very many millenniums. In North India 
arose the Arya fire-cult, when, it is impossible to find 
out, and Agni came to be believed as the mouth of the gods 
he. into whose mouth were poured the libations intended 
for the numerous gods worshipped by the Aryas. However 
often he w-as produced for the sake of the fire-ritual, the 
mystery of Elis birth never ee-ased to produce a sense 



of wonder. The famous Rishi Vis vamitra. not at .all an early 
Rishi, sing 1 : — 

u.vlitiatlr ddhimiitilhiitiawi iSSli prajntianam hrilam tlifrti Vitpillnlrtt 
dhharu uftttfM tixatuhilttui fi/ifvalhcl nr atiyur nthito juia i n ddir 
£tnh!.\nh ivn \itdh \Su jf urhMtil.'.hu titvtt diva idityfti ja^rivtidbhir 
kutot-imludbhir ntmmsltrvfrhtt itltitniipdm urn hhuya vhikisvdn 
sadyah ptaidid ugtiih wishtuwftt 

JaJdtUi- 

" {lleie) is the upper fire-slick, (here) is the lufl ofKusa 
grass icady. Bring the matron |L.e., the lower arani, wood 
lor friction) Lei us ehurn out Agni as before. In the two 
fire-sticks lies Agni as the embryo in pregnant women. 

Day by day is Agni to be lauded by the men who are 
wakeful and bring him oblations. Skilled {in the work), 
carefully Lay (the upper arani) on that which lies extended- 
Being impregnated, she speedily brings tori b the 
v igorous {Agni)." 

The familiarity with this process of making tire did not 
abate the sense of mystery in Lite production and 
immediate growth to large dimensions of tine and of his 
consuming ihe oblations intended for the gods. Rishi 
Upastula sings 

cAhmk il shiiS turUHiliytt Wtisfiillfiti tin miflardv apVeli 
dhd!ni,-t t ntiiidhilhyttdijijntinduifhi/fhii/tinii\-cii..'ihii.\iidynmitkdlii 
iyistn cimruir. 

" Wonderful verily is the lender baby's growth, who 
never draws nigh to drink his mother's milk. As soon as 
she who has no udder bom him, he, going on a great 
errand, suddenly grew- strong." 

In time the rlshis saw the activity of Agni in heaven as 
well as on the earth. They worked out the analogy 
between the drilling of lire {axnimtinihiinuirt) and the act of 
prajananam and readied the 
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idea of cieative fire in Hie activities of the gods in producing 
die cosmos out of u.iat, die chaos which existed before 
creation. A rishi sang/ 

axuLftciiu nachcha jiuramv vyumuh daki.hu iy'd Junhtairn utiilef- 

cj/hi'.ilVc;' 

a^ilir huh pi'Ulhattiajdh rilaHyci ptitve aVuAt vr.'shii hhit:, ihu 

dhemth 

"Not existing (actually), but existing (potentially) in die 
liighesi heaven, in the creative power of Duksha and in the 
womb of Adili. Agni became in a former age the first-born of 
our rite and is both a vigorous bull and a cow." The history 
of the growth of cosmogonic speculation from the primitive 
tire-rite on Indian soil is a most interesting subject to wort 
out, but this is not the place lor this study. 

A RACE OF NOMADS 

No traces of palaeolithic habitations have been found 
anywhere in India. Most probably [lie man of die Lower 
Paleolithic epoch did not live in houses. In Old India houses 
were first built not so much lor shelter as lor storing 
provisions, and early man lived on limits and nuts picked from 
Lhc living nee and roots dug Irani the ground, and had little 
need to store his food. What little food he had to keep for 
some time could very well have been buried in holes dug in 
the earth. No traces of pottery have been found associated 
with the implements of palaeolithic man : Lhere was no 
necessity for pottery till man had learnt to plough the ground 
and raise and store crops, or to bury his dead. It is these that 
create attachments, utilitarian or sentimental, to particular 
localities. Primitive man was, hence, an absolute nomad, a 
great wanderer on the face of the earth. It has already been 
pointed out that the stone tools of [he Paleolithic Age, all 
ilie world over, show a great family resemblance-, and 
modern anthropological opinion is inclined to attribute this, 
not to accidental coincidence, but to an intimate 
intercourse between the peoples Lhat inhabited the 
different continents of the world. Nowadays the idea of 
extensive movements of early man on the earth is accepted 
by most anthropologists ', Towards the close of the Palaeolithic 
Age, men changed from a nomadic life to a more settk-d 
one. Even from earlier limes the Sicrd-instinet which is 
very strong in human beings, and the necessity for protection 
against animal foes, most have impelled palseolithians to live 
in small communities. 




near the sices where they could find the stones needed for 
their lools. A study of the map of palaeolithic sites "shows 
that the several peoples concerned were widely distributed 
over the country, excepting in the mountain and great forest 
regions of the west of (lie peninsula. In which so far as my 
experience goes, no traces have been found of the palaeolithic 
race, or races. The localization of ail the races has also been 
influenced in some measure by the distribution of the rocks yield- 
ing materials suitable for then respective implements. Thus, 
there are Jar more numerous traces of the palaeolithic race around 
the great quartzite-yielding groups forming the Cuddapah series 
of the Indian geologists and the great quartzite shingle con- 
glomerates of the Upper Gondwana system in the Chingjeput 
(Madras^North Arcol and Nellore districts, than in other regions. 
En diminishing quantities traces of palaeolithic man are found to 
the northward of the Kistna valley; where quartzite becomes a- 
mueh less common rock. So also to the southward of the Palar 
valley where quartzite becomes a rare material; to the westward 
on tlie Deccan Plateau, where the stone ehippers finding no 
quartzites in the Bellary district had recourse to the banded jasper 
haematite nocks of the Dhatwar system; aud further north in the 
valley of the Kistna where recourse was had in one instance to 
hard siliceous Limestone.” ' 

Traces of Magdalenian, settlements, belonging to the close of 
the Palaeolithic Age have been discovered in the great Billa 
Surgam cave in the Kumool district Besides bones of extinct and 
existing animals, a number of pre-historic objects including 
pendants made of teeth, and a few carved bones were found there. 
Other caves in the great limestone areas of the Kumool, Cuddapah 
and Dharwar systems still await lire search of the investigator. 

No doubt the men who lived in the tale palaeolithic settlements 
had developed a primeval social organization somewhat like the 
system obtaining among modem races of primitive people. This 
must have included a division into groups and sub-groups marked 
by endogamy, tolemistic and magic practices ; but little light can 
be gained with regard to these questions from the relies of 
pa I aeo I Uhlans which can be discovered. The nomadic races and 
the jungle men of modern India no doubt retain some of the old 
world customs, and a systematic study of their beliefs and 
practices may throw some light on the problem. 




l/ 

DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD 

As primitive man was a w at) de ft r. ho probably abandoned [he 
dead, wherever lliey dropped down, a prey la carnivorous birds and 
beasts. No traces of pottery have been foand associated with the 
implements of palaeolithic man : and when poll cry first appeared 
in the Sen Li thie Age, it is chiefly of the form of burial urns and 
trays for the food-grains buried along with ihc dead. Disposal 
of Ihc dead by abandoning them to the natural agencies of de sir ac- 
tion continued in India to comparatively tale limes. The Vedas' 
mention among the Fathers invoked in the Piadapiirl-yajna the 
Parity! ax and Ihe Vdiihitax. The Pit rap in.* refers to people aban- 
doned in distant places, and the Uddh litis, to those exposed on 
elevated localities. Exposure of the dead persists to-day in a 
modified form among the Tibetans and the Parsis, and. in stray 
eases, it is met with in Indian History till the seventh century, 
A.D. Yuan Chwang, the great Chinese traveller, mentions three 
recognized customs in Madhyadesa, with regard to the disposal of 
the dead, of which the third is " burial in Lhe wilds, the body 
being east away in the wood to feed wild Muim.i,/ r 

DRESS 

Indian climatic conditions do not require lhai man should he 
over -burdened wiLh impedimenta in [he form of dress. Primitive 
man was »taik naked, and even Lo-dav reversion to complete 
nudity is an especial mark of super-holiness among several classes 
of Indian ascetics, and in many parts of India, even among the 
laity, men and women shed lhe pollutions of touch by shedding 
their clothes, as is evidenced by the custom of Ckikati Kindi, I it- she 
sacramental cleanliness of darkness, i.c., the holiness of nudity, 
among Telugu people and others. When primitive man became a 
hunter, he began to cover bis person with the bides of animals. 
The stone scrapers found among palaeolithic tools were used for 
scraping clean the flesh of animals which the palacolilhian killed 
for defence or for food , the hide was then dried and worn on the 
back. He also wore a garland of Leaves round his waist as certain 
jungle -folk of to-day do. He also employed the thin inner hark 
of trees called in Indian languages "irce-flay" [in a ajrf?) for the 
same purpose. Hence the skin of the tiger and the deer and 
tree- flay have continued throughout the ages to he the holiest form 





of dress, next to nudity, lor Indians. Siva wears a tiger skin, 
when he is not miked, rishis and other ascetics, such as Sri Rama 
and Slta during their exile, wore bark dress, and in the Vedas the 
"upper elolh," Yarnopavitam, is defined as deer hide worn on die 
left shoulder. Even to-day the Brahmana youth, who is 
technically a student up to the date of his wedding with a 
little girl, wears a hit of deer hide tied once a year to the thread 
that is the modem much-minified Yafnoptiviittm. And people who 
follow meditation practices sit on seats of unpoilutable tiger skin 
or deer skin, when engaged in yoga. 

This hide was worn on the left shoulder Leaving the light arm 
free to fight against enemies in defence or offence. This is the 
origin, pmbably. of die Upavitam r the manner of dressing 
prevalent among die Devas, according to the Aranutka referred to 
above, the human way being Nivitam, leaving both arms free and 
placing the skin round the right shoulder, the Prdehinuvitam 
being the way of the Asuras, who were the enemies of the 
Devas. 



THE SPEECH OF PALEOLITHIC INDIANS 

Speaking, like tool making, was one of man's early accom- 
plishments, Philologists believe Lhal Lhe languages of early men 
were holopluastic, i.e., the whole sentence, unbruken into words 
formed the unit of speech - . Such languages even now prevail 
among certain primitive tribes of South America. No represent- 
ative of this form of speech is found in modem India. 

But (here exist in tlte more inaccessible interior pans of 
India, a group of allied languages, e.g.. Sonthali, Savara, etc., to 
which Max Miiller has given the name of Mundari. Nishada is a 
much better name, for (hese people ate the modem 
representatives of the ancient hunters and, in early SanskriL 
literature, were called Nishadas. These Nishadas are even to- 
day in a very primitive stage of culture- they inhabit now, as in 
the Vedic Age, the inhospitable regions around the Vindhyan 
hills, to which they were driven by the pressure of the pastoral 
and agricultural neolithians who flourished and multiplied fast in 
the fertile river-valleys and die productive lands adjoining them. 
We may hence conclude that the speakers of N ishada dialects to- 
day round about the Vindhyan region are Lhe representatives of 
the palaeolithic folk, and that these dialects Isave been evolved 
from (he possibly holophrastic dialects of primitive; Indians. 
The neolilh ic people 
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throughout India spoke dialects of the lamily of languages to 
^ hid) the name " Dra vidian" has been given by Dr. Caldwell. Il 
has been debated whether the Nishadha dialects are related to the 
Dravidian dialects, hut the Nishada dialects have not yet bee)i 
studied by trained philological experts : the tew notices toe have of 
them by amateur philologers do not allbrd us satisfactory inform- 
ation about their essential structure, which cannot be well )nade 
out by mere word-lists, tables of pronouns and brief notices of 
accidence. I lenee reliable conclusions cannot be reached regarding 
the affinities of these dialects. Only one thing is certain ; the 
passage of the palaeol ithic into Die neolithic stage in India was not 
marked by any catastrophic change ; so far as we can judge. Die 
change from the one to the other seems to have been one of 
peaceful evolution. Hence it is not impossible that the two sets 
of languages are intimately connected with each other. But the 
utter ignorance of philologists about how languages amse in early 
times and how families, other Ilian the Endo-Oermanic, changed in 
the far off past, Ibibids any speculation on the question. 

ART 

Drawings and paintings of men and animals, notable carvings 
in horn and engravings on stone made by palaeolithic artists 
have been discovered in Trench and Swiss caves inhabited by 
palaeolithic man. No .such art products have yet been found 
in India except the pendants made of teeth found in the Qtlla 
Surgam cave of the Kurnool district. On this, remarks Foote 1 
"It would be unsale to conclude that none had been produced by 
the old people who were possessed of burins, or engraving tools, 
similar to those used by die palaeolithic artists who drew the 
wonderful pictures of man and his contemporary animals referred 
to above. Similar drawings may have been ntade by the Indians, 
and have been destroyed by those ubiquitous destroyers of many 
human arelelacLs, the termites, which are known to have attacked 
and damaged human crania in ancient Egyptian graves. It is by 
no means unlikely that the Indian insect-ravage rs may have done 
the same, and have annihilated the carvings and drawings made 
by the old people in this country on bone and ivory ... ft is. 

3 think, far from improbable that other eaves Ilian Die IJilla Surgam 
and Yerra Zari Gabbi groups, may e*isl in the great limestone 
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regions of [he Cuddapah and Kurnooi systems and their more 
westerly equivalents of ECaladgi and Btilma series. Search should 
be made a]] over those limestone areas for caves that were unknown 
to Lhe geological surveyors, for they had la gel over sueh large 
craels of country at great speed, [hat they might easily have missed 
caves in thickly jungle J valleys, and many important caves may 
be unknown lo the local natives. Caves may be hidden to a 
strange extent, by lhe falling in of Use rocks over their entrance 
or mouth. That the old people might have possessed pigments, 
wherewith to produce coloured paintings if lltey desired to do so. 
is a well-known fact, and in several places many varieties of 
coloured clays and ochres occur in large quantities. A very 
interesting example of such a site occurs along die west boundary 
of the Dliarwar rocks, which are exposed in the scarp of Raman 
Drug Hill, in Ilellary district. The series of clay schists here met 
with contains examples of red of several shades, green, dark and 
light, blackish and other intermediate tints." 

RELIGION 

That palaeolithic man did nol indulge in dreams about post- 
mortem slates of existence of the soul may be inferred thorn the lack 
of palaeolithic graves. But as man es, besides a tool-making, a 
religious animal, we may well believe lhal palaeolithic matt had 
evolved rites of sacrifice to guuidian spirits. The lowest stratum 
of religious life lei each Indian village lo'day is concerned with 
the propitiation by bloody sacrifice of (he goddess or god. who, 
residing in the boundary of the village, protects Lhe men and 
animals who live therein. The personality of these goddesses 
and gods is of the flimsiest kind and we may-well believe that 
they came dawn from palaeolithic times, because their chief weapon, 
and alien the physical representative of the supernatural being, 
is but a mace. These village deities arc more olten goddesses 
than gods. This indicates that the family organization which 
grew in the later palaeological sub- periods was matriarchal in 
character, such as is also proved by the well-known relics of Hie 
matriarchale in several comets of modem India. In later times, 
when Agama theology systematized the Indian pantheon, these 
innumerable local goddesses were made the attendants or mani- 
festations of the great mother-goddess. Kali, worshipped so largely 
in India to-day. especially in those parts of the country where the 
influence of the Vedic religion did not become paramount. 




Other traces of the more elaborate rite* of the Nishada Age 
are to he Ibund in the human sacrifices, called Meriah, associated 
sometimes wiLlt ihe use of stone tools, which were prevalent among 
(lie modern Nishadas (loosely called Kbauds in the Vizagapalam 
and Ganjam agency tracts), till the British Government pul a 
stop lo il in the middle of the last century. Human sacrifice 
(Na > a medhtiydginn) was common in the Vcdlc Age ■ mosl elaborate 
descriptions of Ihe rite are found in Ihe Yujurvadii Samhiias, 

Yajumda B r Jilin irntf.'i, Lilt Satikhmlvatta Jl'id tilt Valid tia Sultlix. Tilt 

rite includes such repulsive incidents as the introduction of the 
Sepax of the Medhti into the Yoai of tlie Yc^atndita'x chief wife, 

f/iTuhixlu .v vtiyant £ mis wils i a ts rrj akruhya sviiyoaiiu .ti/tiijutynii) 

accompanied by Ihe recitation of long strings of mantras. In 
fact one mantra' shows that there was a competition among 
the queens as to who was to receive this high honour. The 
lexts related lo the Pitnishanttadhu contemplate in some places 
an actual human sacrifice and in others a symbolic one. Appa- 
rently the human sacrifice was so ancient that it had become too 
holv lo he given up. and. later, on account of the growing moral 
sense of ihe more refined classes, was converted into a symbolic 
sacrifice. In passing I may remark HiaL the famous manlra begin- 
ning with Uriirshvii dr i, now used in funeral ceremonies and 
hence interpreted to mler to widow re-marriage, has ready no such 
implication, because its proper use is in connection with the horse 
or Ihe human sacrifice, where the queen was called upon by means 
of this mantra to rise from the side of the sacrificial viclim. alter the 
above-described rile was over, and rejoin her living husband who 
was wailing tor her. 

Human sacrifices am noi quite extinct to-day notwithstanding 
the spread at Pax Bniunnkit; they am also continued vicariously 
in the religio-magical practices in which parts of a man's body, 
like hairs, nails, ele.. are offered. Besides human sacrifices, 
elaborate butfalo sacrifices Lake place to-day in the heart of the 
forest. To these none but the tribesmen are admitted ; yet it is 
known that a* in the greater vedic sacrifices (of which correspond- 
ing bulllaln sacrifices of the Palaeolithic Age were prototypes) a 
large number of annuals were killed, their flesh boiled and offered 
to fhe gods. Buffalo sacrifices on a similar scale are referred lo 
in Ihe Rig Vida. Agni dressed for Indra, to enable him to kill 
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Vritra, ctiL: flesh of three hundred buffaloes and, to help to swallow 
it prepared three Lakes of Soma juice. 1 Similarly the consumption of 
buffalo flesh in [lie sacrifices. of [lie Savaras above referred to, is 
accompanied by large potations of spirits distilled from the mtm 
flower (instead of which toddy derived from the palm was probably- 
used in Line Slone Age); eating, drinking and indecent orgies still 
form a part of these secret ceremonies in [lie Ganjam district. These, 
as well as daubing the lace with red ochre, so prominent a feature 
of Kali worship even to-day, have come down from palaeolithic 
times... with this difference, that, whereas llesh bs now cooked in 
por.v III ;:kl i. i 1 1 i>j - 1 1 l-l’\ roasted il uri open lii L'h. The uigiadic 
accompaniments of the abnormal developments of religion, 
which, as every one knows, prevail secretly to-day in various 
parts of India,, have also their roots in the orgies of palaeolithic 
man. 



ANTIQUITY OF MAN 

When did inan first arise'. 5 Geologists tell us that in the lar off 
past a Mediterranean Ocean spread across North India and China 
and separated the Old World into a northern and southern hemi- 
sphere; that then there was land connection between India and 
Africa on one side, and India and Australia and thence up to South 
America on the other ; that the surface of Lite Deccan plateau then 
split and out poured from Lhe bowels of llte earth molten lava 
which spread over 5(J0J K)0 miles of India's surface and formed the 
rock called Deccan Trap: mid thai then the Himalayas rose by 
successive movements from [tie Mediterranean Ocean which soon 
dried up. Was man a wonder-struck witness of this " Nature's 
lad great phenomenon," as an Indian geologist has called il? 
When the Vedic lishis spoken of aindhu xtimudram, the ocean of 
the Sindhu, had they a recollection, however vague, of an anciient 
legendary tradition of the North Indian Ocean? When the risliis san£ 

iifiim \ixhniir Vichutfi/t) tv IrcdSui nidadhs (Jadatit xitwiuihitm axyu jiitnixitre 

\ri»i pedd \ ti-iii/r.r£inie wxh/iitf gopak udabhyuiir '' V islinu slr^sde over Lllis, 
m three places he planted his step: (ali> was enveloped in his dust, 
Vishnu, the unconquerable preserver-, strode lliree steps.” and, Vmhrtur 

nh Aa/tt vii-ydni ptuVtichutii yah pdrliiiVttai kirJ □ r.'J £ rujuisrxi _tu> 
u%i iiikhilyatl Itilartir/i xudfmxilium idcfiekrutirdrltfS Irctifou u/'iiRtlyiih 
prataih-luhnlffr sin wile viryena ittrlftt) nu hhiniuh kiAthiira yirixfiihdh 
yuiy&yiixhii Irixhi i vitmiriiltteshu ndklkiklyatili hhuviulditi 
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vi&ra fira visJumw Mtxhtuif eiu autntttu /flrlkthire urugifydya vrisime j.xiir 
idtim dirghutn ftmy a! attt .•onffiaMflatfr tjV vintamti irlkhif l{ jfutlfrtihftitt '" J 

declare the Iteroic deeds of Vishnu whotraversed [lie mundane 
regions, who established (lie upper sphere, striding lliriee, the 
wide-stepping; therefore is Vishnu celebrated for his heroism, 
terrible hke a wild beast. destructive, abiding in the mountains., 
he. within whose three vast paces, all the worlds abide, let my 
inspiriting hymn proceed to Vishnu, die dwelLet in the mountains, 
Lhe wide-stepping, the vigorous, who alone travelled with three 
steps this wide, extensive firmament,' 1 was this an anthromorphi- 
cal description of the gradual rising of the Himalyan chain to its 
present height J> The association of Vishnu with mountains, 
implied in the expressions girishthiik, girikxhrte, abiding in the 
mountains, dweller in the mountains, and phrases like vuyena 
rtiriga nu bhima, terrible like a wild beast, so ditlerent from the 
later description of the same being as always full of grace and 
sleeping on the Ocean of Milk, except when he sends cays of his 
infinite potency to save the world from wucked oppressors, tempts 
me to suggest this idea. Hut the questions I have raised above 
cannot be answered at present. Certain geologists imagine that it 
counts tor scientific righteousness to be over-modest in their 
calculations of the lengths of geological periods and w ill grud- 
gingly allow man but a beggarly hundred thousand years of earthly 
life so far. If this estimate is correct, Lhe above question* have to 
be answered in Lhe negative. But they can be answered in the 
affirmative if the other estimate is tine, that man’s life on this 
planet has extended over many millions of years. That the latter 
estimate is nearer the tiuth is indicated by the peculiar surface 
Lustre acquired by certain palaeoliths, called, " aeonie tinting." by 
Prof. Flinders Petrie. The tinting of the earlier of these tools 
ranges in shade from the dark mahogany brown to u light chestnut 
brown and the Later ones show a streaky coloration of black and 
white or a dense blue or white. Hie Former are believed to have 
been subjected by natural agencies "to some solvent which made 
their surfaces white and absorbent, and that alterwards they were 
immersed in some material which permanently stained their sur- 
laces. " ■ This process required exposure Idr a prolonged period on 
a land-surface and then burial in certain soils for another long 
period of time. 
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Two palaeolithic tools haw 110*11 discovered in direct association 
with the horns of extinct animals — one in the gravels of the Narmada 
valley, and the other, of the upper Godavari valley. ''The former 
is a beautifully worked boucher and the latter a worked flake. It 
has been stated Chat the formation of the gravels in which these 
instruments were discovered may have commenced some 400.000 
years ago." 1 Another fact that indicates the very long antiquity of 
the Paleolithic Age is thus reported by Foote: — "Typical palaeoliths 
were deposited by flood action in a bed of coarse shingle (in 
Gujerat) over which more than 50 feet of other alluvial materials 
were deposited by the action of the l iver (Sahar-matF\ and over this 
again nearly 200 feet in thickness of blown loess was heaped by the 
westerly winds from the Gulf of Camhay and the Ratio of Catch."' 
These I'aets show that a hundred thousand years as the age of man 
on the earth is tar too modest an estimate. 

DENSITY' OF POPULATION 

The map of palaeolithic finds shows that in the palaeolithic 
times India was not densely populated. A nomad tile is not 
favourable to the growth of a targe population. Infant mortality 
among wandering races of (lie primitive times when man was but 
the slave of nature must have been heavy. Moreover, till iron tools 
were made, the forests of India could not have been fully cleared, 
and without such a clearing a dense population could not have 
arisen. Moreover, the Localities where palaeolithic men could 
flourish were limited by the distribution of the rocks which yielded 
materials suitable for their implements. Hence it is probable that 
pataeolithians did not densely inhabit the counhy. 
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CHAPTER ]] 

TIJE NEW STONE AGE 

Use Lithic Age in Europe was frequently broken by 
intrusions of glacial ice as well as toy invasions of people 
from Africa and Asia. Hence anthropologists have 
evolve d the theory of a hiatus between the Palaeolithic 
and ihe Neolithic Age- In India Foote has noticed in one 
place on the banks of the Sabannatl River a great 
thickness of alluvial deposits and blown sand between a 
site where he found palaeolithic tools and the next one 
where neolithic people had lelt their traces.' This can but 
prove the great length of the Old Stone Epoch and not 
necessarily indicate a hiatus between it and the next 
one. Throughout South India there is no geological or 
other indication of catastrophic phenomena when the 
Palaeolithic Age ended; in several places palaeolithic 
settlements shade off gradually into neolithic ones, lienee 
it is safer to conclude that the Neolithic Epoch came as a 
result of gradual evolution from the preceding age. The 
substitution of tra-p-rock Ibr quartzite, the acquisition of 
ihe ski 1 1 to polish the tools made with trap-rock till they 
became extraordinarily smooth to the touch, the 
domestication of the wild dog. and the cultivation of the 
wild rice led to the peaceful evolution of the epoch of new 
stone tools from that of the older rough implements, the 
settled life of the neo I Lillians from Lhe nomad life of the 
palaeolithians. 

DOMESTIC ’ATION OF ANIMALS 

The iitst great step man took in tire conquest of nature was 
the domestication of animals. The dog was perhaps the 
first animal to be lamed. The wild dog watches from a 
safe distance the hunting expeditions of Ihe lion and the 
tiger, and, alter these beasts of prey have gorged 
themselves with the meat of the animals they have killed, 
he leeds on what is left. lie must have similarly fallowed 
early human hunters, who easily discerned his usefulness for 
lhe chase and gradually domesticated him. The next 
animals to be tamed were Lhe goat, the sheep, Lhe cow 1 , Lhe 
ox,, and the buffalo. The goat and the sheep do not 
require the help of man in the matter of grazing ; they but 
require thin lorests where they could mnge without fear of 
wol ves and tigers 
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and cal everything In die form of foliage, j ight up along nagged 
pathways to the giddiest heights. The cow and the buffaLo 
inquire wide-stretching grass-land, and the buffalo, pools of muddy 
water besides, to wallow in ; these men had to provide for them. 
The domestication of the animals led to the development of 
the pastoral stage of life. Nomad life passed away and was 
succeeded by a semi -settled life in communities. Pastoral man 
had to change his habitat only when the grass-fields near became 
incapable of supporting his herds. This semi -nomad life led to the 
formation of joint-tribal life, the development of the patriarchate, 
and later, of the joint-family system. Herds constantly tend to 
multiply and require larger and larger Helds of grass to graze 
on; the owner of the herd tends to grow richer and richer, he soon 
becomes the influential head of the elan and the king-priest of his 
tribe. Grass-land cannot be partitioned as easily as crop- 9 and can 
lie, among the many heirs of a patriarch; for a rice-field, 
however small, can supports small family, but grassland, divided into 
small plots is unfit for the grazing of the ever-increasing herd of 
cattle. Hence the pastoral stage of human evolution promoted the 
growth of Ehc joint-family system, which is still one of the 
characteristic fca Lures of Indian life. 

The fact that kingship was evolved in the pastoral stage is 
enshrined in the Tamil language. The word for a king belonging to 
the earliest stratum of that language is ATS, Kott,oi Kunur 
{Q*v f i£ur.'<r t fl^TUorf', From this word is derived the word Kt/uai 
(CJ-ffvcla®v_ ), [] lt; residence of the Kt > , the royal house; and since 
from early limes the palaces of kings were fun i fled by mud walls. 
K&ttai has come to mean a fort. Tire word Kim still retains in 
Tamil usage its original significance and is still used to indicate the 
caste of the cowherd and the profession of the herdsman. This 
proves that kingship came into existence during the semi-nomad 
conditions of pastoral life. The oft-recurring necessity of shifting the 
settlements of pastoral people, whenever the grass-fields round a 
settlement became exhausted, probably necessitated the organization 
of the tribe under the government of a leader. 

THE DO M E STIC ATI ON OF PLANTS 

Not very much later man learnt to raise food crops. The chief 
plants which passed from the w Lid to the cultivated state under the 
hands of the Indians of the Lilli ic Age were l ice and millets pulses 
of several kinds, and fruits, the chief of which were the 



plantain n iu.| Lti e manjo. T h l raiding g f these crops involved the 
classification of land into Ihe !' good crop land " (■p&Qpit jBisui) 
where riee was raised, and Ihe * had crop land H ^acii) 
where ihe rest were cultivated, " good " and " had " in these phrases 
meaning " superior" and " inferior." The former cultivation 
required Ihe conveyance of water during the season of floods in 
channels, and ihe latter necessitated the invention of water-lifts 
with leather buckets, the motive power being man walking, up and 
down on wooden levers Car^^iii^oi animals that walked up 
and down inclined surfaces The raising, of riee developed 

the extraordinary patience for which the Indian ryot is noicd. 
The plantain was raised, not front seed, huL from shoots from its 
tuber for such a long time that the plant has forgotten 1o produce 
seeds. 



Agriculture meant a more settled life and the development of 
subsidiary occupations, especially the trade of the carpenter who 
made wooden ploughs and other tools needed for weeding and 
levelling the ground, besides crude carts for removing agricultural 
produce to the huts W'here the people lived. 

THE FJVLi RACES 

Other modes of life developed apace as a reaction In other 
forms of physical environment. The earliest stratum of Ihe Tamil 
language contains words which name five nalural divisions of 
inhabited land and the occupations that grew in each division. 
7 Inev are Ihe ttitydai (kjwjjw^ihc littoral region, the na aru dtrttr 
( . - 1 , <_■ pluu^h-land, rhe tiruSlisi [^fli3w)^he forest land, the 
n ut'in/i X®^%ho hilly eo untry, and rhe ^ir jV I'rhe J p sandy 

desert. The people of the Littoral region were called the Paradar 
n^n of coastal culture, who were expert fishermen, sailors 
and divers. From Gujeral along Ihe seashore south to Cape 
Comorin and thence north along the F.asl Coast of India to Ihe 
mouths of rhe flanges, these people lived, it is from their modern 
descendants that lascars, w ho form [he efficient and reliable crew of 
many British ships, aie recruited. They were boat-builders from 
ancient days down to the present time . boat- carpentry has remained 
distinct from the timber-work needed for ho use- building and the 
making of carts and household furniture and tools, so much so that 
the boat -carpenter belongs to a distinct caste, called in the Telagu 
country Odu-Baiiji, allied to that of fisheifolk, and regarded as much 
inferior in social status to the house-carpenter. 



described, who constitute [he people of India, as subdivided Into 
the inhabitants of the five natural regions of the country. 

density of neolithic population 

Tire neolithic 161k rapidly increased in numbers and spread 
throughout the country; as is proved by the wide occurrence of tools of 
the New Stone Age. "Neolithic implements are distributed over a 
Large part of Southern India, especially in the disci icts of Salem, 
Anantapur, Kumool and Bellary, and they are common in Hyderabad. 
They occur all along the ranges which border tlie Gangetic Plains in 
the South, and are very prevalent in Bundel-khand. In certain parts of 
the United Provinces and in the northern districts of the Central 
Provinces. Many examples have been obtained in Gujerat, but the 
vast area which lies between it and the southern parts of (he 
Bombay Presidency does not appear to have been examined yet. 
Recorded instances of their occurrence in the Punjab. Rajputana. 
and Sind (with the exception of the famous cores and flakes from 
Rolls i on the Indus) are rare, but [he prehistoric antiquities of these 
provinces have not received much attention. A few finds have been 
reported from the (iangelie alluvium, from the Assam Valley, and 
from the Naga hills. Though of extreme rarity in the flatter parts of 
Bengal, they are to be found in the highlands of this province and 
in Bebar.' ,: The great increase of population in India in neolithic 
times is also shown by (lie Large number of tools of tills age which 
have been picked up. "To speak of cells and kindred implements 
only, my collection contains twer 1,000 specimens : and reckoning at 
a rough estimate those broken specimens left behind in the many old 
neolithic sites l visited, several thousand specimens must have been 
handled by me alone, to say nothing of those collected by other 
observers and preserved in other collections."' The population of the 
country increased rapidly when the culture of the people 
advanced in many directions. 

CLEARINC i OF FORESTS 

To enable this rapid increase of population the forests of old 
India had to be cleared. This was done chiefly by means of tire 
either spontaneously arisen or artilieially lighted; the very thick 
forests of the Indo-Gangetic plain eould not have been obliterated 
except by die help of tire persisting for a long time, and is relerred 



’ ]3ruv»r., vjt. aJ L. 0. X 



’Food's.. -ffp. p. STj 



to frequently in the Vedic hymns. En R. V. i. 65, 4 it is. said Ibhyan 
na raja vundrir a itt. as a king eats the • ich (so he) eaL<s Ihe 
woods." A mantra describes the course of Agni in tire woods as 
Id] lows: " Urged by tire wind Ire spreads through dry wood as he 
lists, armed will] Iris tongue for sickles, with a mighty roar. 
Black is thy path, Agni, changeless with glittering waves, when 
like a bull thou nishest eager to the trees, with teeth of flame, wind- 
driven: through lire wood he speeds triumphant like a bull among 
lire herd of cows, with bright strength roaming to the everlasting 
air; things lived things moving, quake before him as he 
flies." 1 Another says, ''Like water down the chariotways, he 
roareth. On Iris black path he shines in burning beauty 
marked as it were die heaven tlrat shines through vapour. Abroad, 
consuming the broad earth he wanders, free roaming like an ov 
without a herdsman— Agni refulgent, burning up the bushes, with 
blackened lines, as (hough (he earth he seasoned." 1 

The Age of the Vedas was posterior to the Neolithic Age we 
are now considering. But ihe custom of destroying forests and 
making their sites tit for human settlements and for the pmsuit of 
agriculture by the employment of forest conflagration, beg,un in 
the neolithic tiiues, persisted through the Age of the Vedic mantras. 
Even in the age of Sri Rama which was the latter half of the 
Vedic Age, the Dandakaranyam extended almost to the confines 
of tlie kingdom of Ayodhya and had not been purified by Agni 
and converted into land lit to be occupied by Aryas. 

NEOLITf IIC TOOLS 

The tools of the Neolithic Age were of far greater variety than 
those of the previous epoch. Twelve types of celts with sides of 
different shapes, slv types of chisels, .square, triangular, ete.,- 
thioe of hammers, two of adzes, anvils, com-c rushers, cylinders, 
discs, anvils, hammer- stone i. hones, mace-heads, mealing places on 
nocks m situ , two types of mealing stones, two of mealing troughs, 
mortars, mullersffor grinding powders on slab), net-linkers, pestles, 
pivot-stones, pounders, polishing grooves, slabs for grinding, sliek- 
slones (used to put a gloss upon the surface of cloth while slit! on 
Lhe loom), stone vessels, vessels of steatite, tally-stones, thumb- 
stones (made to lit tire hand and used tor flaking), whetstones, 
palettes lor rouge, pencils of steatite, phalli, besides beads of many 
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types* buttons, human and animal figurines, marbles 
(toys), pendants, and fire-drills a]] of polished stones- -have 
Ivjii >o kn tlinan ciclL l I:' li 1 1 1 ■ : ■ I lsI : ^ i.L ailjl'nch e li : l\ l 1 
rough anvils, Ihree types of arrow-heads. bone-splitters, two 
types of burins, six types of cores, llakers. knives, Lance-heads, 
lancets, mallets, potting stone for potters, saws, scalpels, three 
types of scrapers, sling-stones, spokesltaves, and w edges, as 
also selected stones of many kinds for various purposes. 
This long list excludes the wooden tools of which they must 
have had a very large variety and which have not survived. 

Neolithic men made thei r polished tools of trap-rock; it 
is tougher and more tenacious than quartzite and is capable of 
being well polished. As their palaeolithic ancestors selected 
individual large pebbles which they could convert into 
shapely tools with the minimum of chipping, so too the 
neolithic tool-makeis were keen to save themselves labour. 
They " did not. except possibly in very rare cases, make 
their implements out of large pieces of Iheshly broken rock, 
but sought about on the trap dykes whence they procured 
their work material* for fragments of rock of suitable size 
and shape formed by convenient disposition of (lie joint 
planes, or shrinkage cracks set up in all igneous rocks 
when cooling from a highly heated condition. Such suitably 
shaped fragments of rocks were of very great assistance to 
the stone -chippem as they enabled them to form their several 
implements with very much less labour titan if they had Itad 
to reduce large pieces of freshly broken rock to the 
comparatively small size of the axes, adzes, and hammers in 
general demand by their non-toolmaking neighbours. 1 " ' 

Mr. Foote examined a celt factory on the Kapgallu or 
" Peacock's hill " near Bellary. " The castellated summit of 
the Kupgal offered to its inhabitants several line rock shelters 
of which (hey availed themselves gladly. One reason and 
probably the principal one for the special attraction of the 
celt makers to the Kupgal was the existence of a great dyke of 
dioritic traps which traverses the hill axially in a N. W. by W. 
direction. This dyke furnished the stone workers with an 
inexhaustible supply of excellent material of two scuts, the 
coarse black diorite and the fine-grained pale greeny-grey to 
drab trap which occurs in lenticular masses, often of larger 
size, included in the great diorite dyke . The celts and 
other polished Implements are met 
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with In different Plages of manufacture . . (First the 

implement) was chipped into form roughly . . (It was) 

advanced a stage by 'pecking,' ihat is, breaking down the angles 
of the different chippitrgs will) a sharp pointed instrument with Hie 
objects of decreasing very greatly tlie quantity of material which 
would have lo be removed by grinding * . . (Then the imple- 
ment was) ground and all excessive roughness removed . . 
(Then) the ground surface was polished. 1 ' ' 

In Mr. Longhursfs Annual Report of the Archaeological 
Department Southern Circle, Madras, lor 1914-15. p. 39, is given 
this account of the manufacture of stone implements of neolithic 
times. ,r To the South and East of Demakeliapalle, a small village 
situated eleven miles to the east of Hindnpur railway station in (he 
Anantapur District of the Madras Presidency are a number of 
small rocky hills, more or less connected together and which rise 
abruptly from the plains. Running along the crest (of one of the 
hills) is an outcrop of black trap, which, when viewed from a 
distance resembles the ruins of a fort-wall . . . Most of the 
boulders are not complete, as almost ail of them show signs of 
having been struck with stone hammers in order lo produce the 
Hakes required for working up into finished cells. Hundreds of 
flakes and partly made stone implements* together with a quantity 
of stone hammers, may be Ibund lying around the bases of these 
boulders, die latter showing unmistakable signs of being ihe 
original blocks from which the Hakes were struck. In some 
cases I was able to replace the Hakes on the very blocks from 
which they were struck and thus the first process of the manu- 
facture of a stone celt became apparent, so much so, that I was 
able \p produce a number of stone Hakes ... by simply 
picking up a stone hammer and bringing it down with a good 
smart blow on the crown of one of the dome-shaped boulders. 
This part of the making of a stone implement is simple 
enough and does not require any practice, a stone hammer and 
a strong arm is all that is required. But ihe trimming of the 
edges of the ibkes and Ihe working of Lt up into an implement or 
weapon is a very different matter and a very difficult one. Judg- 
ing from the number of partly finished celts lying on the ground, 
all of which wen? broken and useless as implements or weapons, 
ii would appear that for every 4 finished celt made, dozens of lai lures 
must have occurred. Tlie finishi ng of the edges of the Hakes must 
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have liceii done by prcssuro and Ml with die hammer. I 
Iried this myself and found that ihe use of the hammer 
far this work invariably broke the flake, but 1 was 
successful in trimming Hie edges by pressure applied by 
(he aid of another stone." 

Other implements such as mealing stones, hammer - 
stones, tinkers. eic., were made of various oilier materials 
such as granite, gneiss, haematite, quartzite, and grits of 
(he Dharwar and (iond-wana systems. Besides these, 
have been discovered In large numbers pygmy Hints, 
"which are found in great profusion among the offshoots 
of die Vtndhyans in die United Provinces, Re wall and 
Baghelkhand . . . together with the cores from which 
they are derived, and are of clierl, agate, jasper and 
eamelian often of beautiful tints. They have been 
obtained from ihe open surface of die ground, from 
under earthy deposits on the floors of rocky shelters and 
eaves, and from tumuli which also contained bones and 
pottery" 1 

Besides stotie tools there have been found in neolithic 
sites numerous seleeied stones. * By Ihe term selected 
stones are meant stones foreign to the locality In which 
diey were found and which were brought there 
intentionally by human agency to be utilized in the 
preparation of some special implements. En many cases 
these selected stones were procured in some way or other 
from fkr distant places, and gelling them must have 
involved considerable labour and travel on the pari of 
the neolithic people." ' The principal selected stones 
were chert, agate, jasper and chalcedony. *! Under the 
bead of selected stones might be included the material 
frequently brought from distant places for the 
manufacture of corn-crushers, meal Log-stones and 
hammer-stones of various types" 1 Their general great 
size and weight show dial they were transported on carts. 
They are quite handsome and remarkable for size. The 
use of' these different varieties of selected stones Implies 
the prevalence of an extensive system of barter and 
probably the development of a special easte devoted to 
the work. DWELLING IS 

No neolithic houses have been noted so far. Many 
houses were probably habitations of straw, e.g,, of ihe 
great millei llvkiw sorghum, or plaited twigs which, 
when abandoned, quickly crumbled to dust and left 
nothing to indicate that they once existed 
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[here. Others were built of wattle and clay, tapped with bamboo 
or palm ratters, the upper ends of which were held together by 
be i tip inserted into a broken pot, and covered with a thatch of 
coconut or palmyra Leaves like the huts of the poor nowadays. 
The hemispherical roofs of huts, surmounted by a pot, became 
the prototype of the dome and Kalasam of temples. Earthenware 
roofing tiles were not in use in neolithic limes. There is no 
proper word for it in Tamil, the word Odu being a metaphorical 
extension from its original meaning, of " shell " to shell-like thin 
roof-tiles. "'Even mud-built huts leave no traces of themselves 
when in exposed positions, but are absolutely destroyed ami 
washed away by the violent rains of the two monsoons and 
the yet more furious downpours which accompany some of 
the hot -weather thunderstorms." 1 The houses of tribal chiefs 
were built of timber Of which there was a practically inexhaus- 
tible supply in ancient India; and as timber houses cannot 
survive the action of Indian weather conditions for more than a 
century or two, no traces of neolithic Limber houses can he Ibund 
now. Eiut the practice of building houses of timber survived to 
the seventh century as testified to by Yuan Chwang and is not 
unknown even now incomers remote from die influence of changing 
fashion, like Travanoone or Cashmere, lo die hilly country, where 
tubal wais were frequent, the people li\ed on fortified hills. " The 
Deccan- El ill Ibrts all rise abruptly out of the plain and command the 
cultivable tract around their foot, which in most cases is a black 
soil Hal. On the larger hills the inhabitants had room for their 
habitations on the less steep fian of die slopes, where there were 
frequently spaces free from rock on which they could 
conveniently build their houses. These spaces or terraces which 
are real linchets are often held up at their lower extremities by- 
revetments of rough stones. They vary much in s Lae, but are 
mostly small and frequently near the summit. Many of the hills 
an? naturally castellated, the granite rocks being conveniently 
jointed by great vertical and by approximately horizontal joint 
planes which have caused the hills to be weathered into their 
characteristic shapes. The natural eastellalion of the hills was 
taken advantage of by the old stone- folk in many eases and 
improved upon here and there by the building of rough walls to 
stop passages which were inconvenient to the dwellers on the hills. 
These systems of vertica l and very highly inclined joint-fissures 
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have in many cases led to the formatbri of large and small rock 
shelters which must have afforded Hie hill dwellers great pro- 
lection against both sun and rain. . . In no cases did I observe 
die castellated hills to be surrounded witii circuit walls near their 
base bul they may very likely have been enclosed by a thick 
hedge of thorny character, a true Zareba. . . In some cases the 
disposition of tire summit blocks gave rise lo the formation of small 
but valuable cisterns which would bold rain water In some quantity 
in very sheltered positions. An excellent example of this is yet to 
be seen on the summit of die fort bill at liellary. These which did 
not dry up by inere evaporation between the rains of die two 
monsoons, were beyond the reach of the enemies' arrows. . . 
On many of Ihe hills small tanks had been constructed in 
convenient comers.'" 

POTTERY 

Many relics of pottery have been found in neolithic settlements, 
in the district of Anantapur. t’uddapah, Kumool, Timievelly. Salem, 
Pudukollah, Triehinepoly and Dellary, and in Mysore, Hyderabad, 
Daroda. Kathiawar, Baluchistan and other regions. Ii Is probable 
Lliat at first kilns were nol constructed for burning the earthen- 
ware but they were burnt in open tires: " a strong argument In 
lavour of ibis idea is provided by the appearance of many good 
vessels which are black at the top, bul pass down into red- The 
black part is imperfectly burnt and the red, if a bright red, 
thoroughly well burnt.’ 1 1 The types of pottery may be classified 
" as plain and decorated according to their general surfaces 
irrespective of shape and colour. In ihe plain group we see lour sub- 
groups, a. rough, b. smooth, c. polished, d. painted. The sub- 
groups of the decorated variety aru three in number and may 
be described as a. impressed b. moulded, c. Incised, of which the 
Lhird is much the least common, though the two former were not 
so simple and easy to produce." 1 Ore distinguishing feature of 
Lhe pottery is the fast colouring of its surface. I have unearthed 
from neolithic graves burial-urns several thousand years old, but 
yetthejenamel looking as fresh as if it had been put on yesterday. 
Urns, vases, howls, figurines, lotahs, chatties, hookas, (lor smoking 
ganjaY cups, circular dishes, hut-ums, saucers, spouted vessels. 
Lamps, and Libation-vessels, have been recovered from various 
neolithic settlements. 
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As retards Lilt moulding and citing of pottery Foote points 
out lIlili ’’the preparations of earthenware structures, *.uch as hut- 
urns and other angular forms, demands the pressing of the 
moistened clay into moulds. This process of moulding was one 
which had been discovered prior lo Lhe invention of die potters' 
wheel, arid so had seemingly been lhe process of east vessels, 
which consists of pouring thick ’slip ' (i.e., semi-iluid clay} into a 
hollow mould, and allowing it to acquire a sufficient consistency lo 
admit of its being removed from lhe mould without deforming ii, 
before plaeing it in tlie kiln.'" 

(XCUPATOfC 

Tlie chief occupations of women were, as now, cooking and 
assisting men at (heir Various occupations. Besides wooden ones 
of various kinds, women had plenty of earthenware culinary 
implements. The chief tilings they cooked were, as now, rice and 
curry, and cakes of rice meal and preparations of millets. 

The large variety of polished stone tools that have been 
discovered in neolithic sites indicates that the men pursued numer- 
ous avocations. In fact the work of the menfolk was quite as 
varied as lhai which obtains now in Indian tillages, especially 
those that have not been affected by commercial intercourse with 
the world outside India. The village Life was self-contained and 
except for the stones used for the manufacture of tools, there was 
not much necessity for the barter of any particular article. In 
some respects the ancient village occupations were more varied 
than now. The wood-worker and lhe stone-worker were more in 
demand Ilian at present: for they used more wooden tools than 
in the Later Iron Age: and as all other tools were made of stone and 
well polished, die stone-worker plied his trade very much mom 
extensively tlsan now. Moreover, timber was very much more 
used titan now in tlie construction of human habitations: hence 
Lhe worker in wood was very much more in demand. And as 
Indians from ancient times insisted on every wooden tool and 
every bit of wood used tor the construction of houses and carts 
being decorated with Line-carving, the carpenter was very much in 
demand and his status in society fairly high. The high social 
status of the wood-worker persisted in the Vedic Age, when tlie 
Ralhakara, maker of chariots, was Lhe companion of kings. 
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Nature has fitted the greater portion of the Deccan plaieaa for 
Ihe production of cotton; and the neolithic Indians early developed 
the art of weaving eotton cloth. For a very long time since, the Indian 
supplied coil on goods to the rest of the ancient world. The various 
tools needed for this manufacture, except those made of wood, have 
been discovered in neolithic sites: and the presence of slick-stones 
among others proves that the neolithic Endian liked his cloth to be made 
smooth by the use of this tool.-j Besides cotton-weaving, weaving in 
wool was also practised. This was confined 1o the Xfallai region, where 
Ihe Kurumhats, a special class of herdsmen, tended a short variety of 
sheep called Karutitbddu, whose wool was fitted to be woven into the 
blankets called Cumblic.t (smuhII). ] h i:-. i- ihe only article of woollen 
dress needed in Lndia, and from the Neolithic Age down to onr own days, 
Ihe Kumraburs have specialised in its manufacture. They inhabit the 
region fitted to raise the Kumntbddu. Recent historical investigators 
have by a misunderstanding of certain Tamil traditions wrongly 
identified these bCnrumbars wit It the Pa I lav as, who 'we re Kshatriyas 
descended from the Parthian kings tv ho acquired sway over several 
provinces in India in the half-mil lenntum preceding the Christian Era 
and who. among o the is, helped 1o spread Ary a culture in Tamil and 
Telugu India. 

Many oilier occupations were pursued in neolithic times, 
corresponding to the various kinds of tools that have been discovered. 
Of these prominent mention may be made of the leather industry which 
served the needs of the house and the farm and in which were used the 
finely made scrapers and cutting and hammering tools made of liap- 
roek. The professions largely depended on die environment of the 
workers ; the dairyman lived in the Mullui country, the fisherman in 
Use bieydifi. and the hunter in the Kutiuji and the Pulai tracts. Pastoral 
and agricultural occupations were Intimately associated with each 
other; this is perhaps symbolized by Ihe fact that Krishna, the God 
of Ihe Cowherds, who spent his time dancing w ith the milk-maids 
and playing on Ihe tlute. the first musical instrument made by man and 
specially associated with pastoral life even to-day, and Balarama, 
whose implement was the plough and was always intoxicated with 
liquor, were brothers. 

Trade by barter was also developed. Otherwise we cannot 
account for the presence of chert in Hie environments of Madura, 
though chcrl does not occur Sit situ in the district. 



DRESS AND DECORATION 



As Ihe cotton plant is a native of the Deccan, the neolithic 
people early learnt to weave cotton cloth; the hide dress ami [he 
bark dress of the earlier aye were reserved for occasions of 
sanctity. The supply of cotton being plentiful, they wove pieces 
of cloth several yards long and wrapped them round the ir waists, 
and more especially round (heir heads, to protect them from 
the sun. Such is still Ihe prevailing fashion of dress among the 
natives of the cotton-districts. They discovered vegetable dyes, 
(he neolithic people had a delicate colour-perception. The dyes 
used at first were yellow, indigo, and red. The first is the colour 
of Vishnu, the second of Krishna, and the last of Siva. Woollen 
doth was woven by the pastoral tribe of Kummbas, even perhaps 
before cotton cloth was woven. 

Neolithic people decoralcd themselves, besides, with beads 
and buttons,, and bangles of shell and bone. These have been 
picked up in various neolithic settlements and are still worn 
profusely by the classes of people who have not shared in the 
cultural advancement of later times. Ornaments of shell and 
bone and beads are still used for decorating the much-beloved 
cow 

Neolithic ladies made themselves attractive by peculiar styles 
of hair-dressing. In Ihe Salem district have been found certain 
red earthenware figurines of women. '"The special interest 
attaching to these figures is due to the unique style of head-dress 
they show, namely, having their hair dressed in short ringlets all 
round the head and wearing high combs on the top. The finding 
of these little female figures with such an elaborate sly le of hair- 
dressing throws light upon the use of a neck-rest unearthed in an 
old iron age site or the north (left) bank of die Cauvery river 
opposite to tiie town of Tiruma Kodlu Narsipui in Mysore and 
just below the Sangam, or junction, with the Kabbant or Kapilla 
River. The use of a neek-rest was essential if the women desired 
to preserve their eurls intact when sleeping. " ' Near the Gunlakal 
Junction in Anantapur was discovered a wooden comb, such as 
was used by neolithic ladies referred to above. "This comb 
escaped the greed of the white ants because imbedded in a layer 
of white asli, a substance they hate immensely as contact w‘ilh it 
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greatly disagrees with their soft moist foodies."' ' This comb was 
round in a neolithic site, where from a valuable series of earthen- 
ware was also obtained. 

CLASSES OF POPULATION 

It is likely that the people became divided into numerous 
endogamous castes aiul these castes developed peculiar customs 
due to [foe professions they followed, the geographical influences of 
Lhe districts in which [hey lived and worked, and [he dialects they 
spoke. This subdivision into castes has nothing lo do with the 
division of the people into four Varnas. The division into four 
Varnas is a later framework evolved with reference to the Vedic 
Yajna and imposed on a pre-existing classification into numerous 
castes, wherever and whenever the tire- rile spread. The many 
castes are ancient institutions: the lour Varnas — a cross-division 
only— related [o the fire-rite and more recent than the former. 

ART 

Nature puts on brilliantly coloured robes in tropical countries 
and this certainly stimulated the colour-perception of (he neoli- 
Ihians. " The extent lo which the neolithic people were interested 
in, and affected by. perception of colour zn not easy to gauge, as 
few Indications of their love of varying tints remain; still there 
are four facts from which inferences can foe drawn. Firstly, the 
several tints they allowed their pottery to receive by varying the 
degree of tiring they exposed lhe pots lo. Secondly, the 
pigments they used to paint the different vessels the potters 
turned ouL, were shades of red, yellow, brown, and rarely orange 
and purplish grey. The third fact is the greal fondness the old 
folk had for pistacite granite with its mixture of green and pink 
colours and for chrome gneiss with its delicate greenish white 
and green tints. In many cases,, specimens of these two rocks 
must have been fetched from great distances, though they would 
have served no better than the common country rock foe the 
making of mealEng-stones and corn -crushers lor which they were 
generally used. The fourth fact or seeming fact lies in the very 
pretty and often quite gay colours of many of the selected stones 
gathered by the old people from quite distant places, e.g.„ the 
pleasing colours of the cherts and agates they collected to convert 
into dri Ll-head II akes, scrapers and slrike-a- 1 igltts. "2 Moreover, 
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"the walls and roofs of [lie cave wlsich yield pigmy Hints, are 
sometimes covered with rough drawings in ruddle or haematite. 
Similar ones, illustrating hunting scenes, occur in I he Kaimur 
Range, and it is believed from Hie primitive outlines of the 
depicted weapons that some of the drawings ate of the neolithic 
age. Beautiful examples of Hi is art have recently been found in 
caves near Raigprh in the extreme east of the Central Provinces 
Specimens of earthy red haematite, which have been rubbed down 
to produce a red colour wash, have been discovered at no Less than 
thirteen neolithic sites in the Deccan, while the collection of' the 
Indian Museum contains many specimens from the Hazaribagh 
district in Behar. Two small palettes for grinding down this 
material to produce rouge have been described from Bellary and 
from Musks in the Raichur doab.” 1 

A few representations of natural objects on pottery have been 
met with. Such are leaf patterns, impressions on painted llllels in 
vessels representing leaves like those of EtnMkv offn luuir; 
the prototy pe of the much later Amalaka shaped Kalasams of 
Orissan temples, imitations of fruits, etc. "Very noteworthy as 
a good moulded imitation of a fruit is Lhe side of a large melon 
bowl O'ourcd al Maski) . . . decorated with a fillet of rasp- 
berries outside below the lip . . . The bowl when entire must 
have been a distinctively handsome vessel ." 3 

On Lhe left bank of the river opposite to the town of llam- 
pasagura in Cellary district Foote came across in a neolithic burial 
place a funeral vase of the shape of an elephantoid quadruped. 
Excepting the heud and three or four small pieces of the 
body, the whole vase or um was recovered . 3 But no prehistoric 
pol(er>' made in die shapes of birds or with human figures painted 
thereon have been found. The artistic insLincls of Indians did not 
work in the direction of reproducing the shapes of natural objects. 
Indian art has been not imitative, but decorative, in motive. It is 
an old Indian custom to decorate all wooden artefacts such as sills, 
pillais, cross-beams of carts, yokes, vessels and tools of all kinds 
(and after metal was discover^!, all metal tools) with line-drawings 
representing the Lotus and other flowers, fruits, leaves and creepers. 
A decorated chatty of neolithic times has been found "on the east 
side of the gieul ino..iuh al (iudisuiki i:i lhe KiOia dinliict. 
Beside* other decoration, this great vessel, which was probably a 
grain store, shows a bioad band of floral decoration of bold pattern 
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between two fillets of pinnate impressions.™ Decorated bangles 
have been recovered in various places. Shell bangles show deco- 
rative carvings of various devices on their backs.* Others show 
,r a raised fillet of right sloping, harlels Lying between two grooves." 
The love of decoration of the person and the personal belongings 
has been., throughout the ages, the greatest expression of the 
artistic instincts of the Indian people. Indian ladies are, even 
today. fond of decorating die front of their houses w ith patterns in 
coloured powder, and Lhe walls of their bouses with elaborate 
designs in colour. These customs come down from the neolithic 
times, and lienee the gneat attachment of our Ladies to this Ibrm of 
an, which lia^ at-iquined a sacred character in tlieir eves. A good 
example oi' pot-decoration by wmtwn is the 11 much-painted pot. 
polished outside but rough inside," the shoulder of which was 
found two miles above Babapur in Kathiawar. " The colour is 
applied in bands seven in number, of which one broad and two 
narrow bands are red. three bands are purple and one is pink ." 4 

DISPOSAL OF Tl IE DEAD 

The neolithic people buried their dead. The besl district for 
the study of the burial customs of neolithic man is the Piidukkottah 
State. The burial sites are so many that it appears the region 
round the modem town of Pudukkottah must have been oceupied 
by man continuously from the Palaeolithic Age right up to modern 
times. A careful examination of the sites shows that dead men 
were buried in mud pits or placed in pots before burial. Most 
probably the poor were disposed of in the former fashion. The 
rich were given a grander burial. The dead man was placed in a 
silting posture in an earthenware pot, the pot was then let into a 
pit and half Idled with sand, and rice and other grains on a tray 
were placed before the dead man. 13 is stone tools were also 
inserted at the sides of the pot. The foodstuffs and tools were no 
doubt intended for the use of the dead person in his post-mortem 
life, lor the ueolilhians believed in the Liie of the spirit of man 
after death. Then more sand was poured into the pot till it was 
full and the pot covered with an earthenware lid. The pit was 
then filled in and a stone slab placed on it. Then more sand was 
poured and another stone slab, this time very large and oval in 
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shape, was placed above the grave and u|arL^;hi stones about a 
cubit long planted all round the slab. Each site, containing 
several such graves, numbering two dozen or more of varying 
sizes, is surrouitded and marked off from neighbouring sites, by a 
circular row of upright stones, and forms an ancient family vault. 
Miles and miles of such burial sites, generally near water-courses, 
have been observed by me in the Pwdukkotlah terTitory. Usually 
these sites ate found in elevated places and are covered with a 
few licet of earth, so lhat it looks like a patch of dry land. By 
knocking the ground with a hammer, one could delect a 
hollow sound wherever a grave exists. The burial urns vary in 
size, the largest measuring 4 feet in height and 3 feet ft inches in 
diameter in the broadest part. They are sometimes adorned 
with incised lines. The graves of tire New Slone Age arc oval in 
shape and those of the succeeding Iron Age oblong, often divided 
into two square compartments . Lliey are lilted with stone slabs 
and separated by a thin stone-slab wall with a hole in the 
centre. Tombs made of big blocks of stones called mcgalithic 
tombs, in a great variety of forma. occur in the central and 
southern pans of the peninsula. From ihe Bellary district alone, 
over two thousand have been recovered. Officers of the 
Archaeological Department have discovered megaltlhic tombs 
in the Coimbatore district. Oblong leira cotta sarcophagi 
standing on short legs have been found at Pallavaram, near 
Madras, and earthenware coffins in several neolithic sites. 
I lul-ums have been discovered in Salem and in Gujerat. 

NEOLITHIC INDIA AND THE REST OF THE WORLD 

" The type of mcgalithic tomb, so common In the Deccan, 
which has a small hole in one of the walls, is also distributed 
throughout Britain. France. Central Germany, Scandinavia, 
Sardinia, Syria, and the Caucasus. The cup-makings Found 
on the stones of dolmens in some countries are not unknown in 
India. Recently examples have been found in Kashmir.'' ' The 
investigations of Elliot Smith. Rivers and Percy show lhat the 
fashion of mcgalithic tombs spread from Egypt to India and 
other countries.' This means that theie were world- wide 
movements of people in neolithic times. Such movements were 
attributed by Huntingdon in the Putae of Asia to periodical 
draughts in several Asiatic countries. 
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bul they seem to have been inspired more by desire for gold, pearl, 
mother-of-pearl and precious metals like jade, and Ibis indicates 
extensive commerce by means of barter in neolithic times. 

Ollier evidences of extensive intercourse between India and the 
world outside it in the Neolithic Age exist There is a remarkable 
resemblance belween Lite lerra cotta sarcophagi found at Palla- 
varam and "certain terracotta coffins discovered near Baghdad, 
and also between the latter and l he more highly developed 
and ornamental Etruscan terra cotta coffin-tombs.' 1 Numerous 
legged vessels of Hie neolithic times resemble in shape some 
of the vessels found by Dr. Schliemann in the ruins of Troy. 
Foote found near Ihe French Rocks near Mysore " part of a Large 
chatty with two ornaments cuneiform in shape, with a small 
pap in each re-entering angle and a raised garland-like ring 
surrounding each cross." 3 This is evidently a Swastika, and it 
hears a strong resemblance to the Trojan lype of Swastika. These 
tacts negati ve the hasty assumptions of historians about ihe age- 
long isolation of India Irom the rest of the world mid prove Lhat in 
the Litliic Ages, as later, India had an active intimate intercourse, 
cultural and commercial, wilh Ihe resl of Asia, with Africa and 
Europe. 

LANGUAGE 

Dialects of the same lamily of Languages were spoken throughout 
India, except in the Viiulhyan regions, in the Neolithic Age; and 
that is wlial lias been called the Dravidian family. The distinction 
between the spoken dialects of North India, lo which (lie name 
Gaudian has been given by modem scholars and which liave been 
held to he degenerations of Sanskrit or of Prakrit, and those of 
Southern India, to which die name Dravidian has been given, is. [ 
hold, a distinction without a difference* cxeepl that the North 
Indian dialeels have been very much more profoundly alfected by 
Sanskrit than [hose of South India. The neolithians of North 
India spoke languages of their own which, 1 hold, were structurally 
allied lo the so-called Dravidian family of Languages and not lo 
Sanskrit or lo Prakrit, tt is well known that the several Prakrits, 
of which we have specimens in dramatic and other literature, 
were artificial literary dialects used only in literature and restricted 
therein to the lower classes. They are allied to Sanskrit and 
totally different in structure from the actual spoken dialects of 
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North India, such as are found in the inscriptions of Asoka. 
These dialects, as well as the so-called Gaudian dialects now 
spoken in Northern India, from Punjabi down to Oriya. agree in 
grammatical structure with the so-called Dravldian dialects of 
South India. The family relationships of Languages can best be 
ascertained not so much by similarities of their vocables but by an 
examination of' the essential structure of the languages, by their 
schemes of accidence, of gender, number and cases of nouns and 
adjectives, of voice, mood, number, gender, tenses and other 
inflections of verbs* and of their essential syntactical structure- 
such as the order of words in sentences and Lhe methods of 
formation of idioms. A comparative study of modern North Indian 
and South Indian dialects reveals the fact that their fundamental 
grammatical structure is so very much Lhe same that it is possible 
to translate Irom oneJiof these languages into any other by the 
simple process of the substitution of one word for another— a 
procedure absolutely impassible when translating from Sanskrit or 
English into any of the spoken dialects of ancient or modern 
India. English and Persian are dialects of the Indo-Germantc 
family of languages which have passed from the synthetic to the 
analytic stages but the dialects of Northern India ate nol synthetic 
languages in the analytic stage, but are essentially similar to the 
South Indian languages in their grammatical frame-work. It is a 
well-known conclusion of comparative philology that it is possible 
lor a language to borrow almost all Its vocabulary from another 
Language, but iis grammatical frame-work, dependent on lhe 
particular bent of mind of iis speakers, cannot be altered by lhe 
influence of a foreign language; and the grammatical frame- 
work of' all the spoken Languages of India from Asokan days to 
our own has been the same. E bold therefore that all (lie spoken 
Languages of India (perhaps including the Nishada dialects, loo) 
are dialects of one family of languages— not the Indo^fiermanic 
family which may be called Pan-Indian and lhai they are deni in 
essential structure, and therefore evolved in India in neolilhie 
times, if nol earlier. 

The vocabulary of every Indian spoken dialect is partly 
SanskrLtic and partly Jesi' r i.e.,-indigenous, non-Sanskritic. The 
large proportion o Ydest words in every Indian dialed itself proves 
that all these dialects existed long before the Sanskrit language 
began lo influence them; for it is inconceivable that a people 
who had the extraordinary wealth of Sanskrit vocabulary at 




their disposal could have borrowed words largely. Tine people of 
Northern India came very mtxcla more under [lie influence of 
Sanskrit [ban those of Southern India; hence many gram- 
matical forms of Sanskrit have found a lodgment in tlieir dialects : 
on this account people are misled into believing those dialects to 
he degenerations of the Sanskrit language. The fact of the 
matter is that from neolithic limes the people of India spoke 
different dialects of one original family, which was not the Indo- 
European family. 

Sanskrit came into prominence about live thousand years ago in 
Northern India. It appeared Item the beginning not as an Indian 
vernacular, but as the handmaiden of the Arya fire-cult, a literary 
language, used as the vehicle of the aspirations of the rishis 
when they appealed to the gods to satisfy their longings in this 
world and the next. The Hindus have called it the language of 
the gods - t.Wtf bfukhd and this apparently means that there is no 
evidence of its employment as a vernacular by common men in 
their ordinary secular life before it became the language of ihc 
mantras by means of which men spoke to the gods. The theory 
of evolution and the name Samsiirrta. the refuted, have led men to 
believe that it must have been evolved from a previous Prakrit a 
stage, when it perhaps served the ordinary humble purposes of 
every-day life. A German philologist of the middle of the nine- 
teenth century was so too I -hardy as to invent the unprtiche of the 
Indo-Gemtanic family of languages -the imaginary original Aryan 
tongue and even to write some tales in that imaginary language, 
but this sen ed but to excite the ridicule of linguists. Later students 
of the science of languages, inspiicd by the recent development of 
die science of phonology have attempted to reconstruct, though not 
die arsprache, but yet words and roots probably belonging to it. 
These am but interesting speculations, because diere is no historical 
evidence of what the urspruche was like when it existed as a 
spoken dialect, as theory compels us to regard that it must have 
existed: limiting ourselves strictly to the available evidence, we 
can but say that the Vedic language, as we know it, could not 
have been a spoken dialect. " Some writers call the Vedic 
language Lite vernacular of the ancient people of the Punjab valley. 
This is not true, for Lhero must have been various dialeetieal 
differences between the speecltes of contiguous tribes as there is 
everywhere on the earth ; and moreover the language of literature, 
all the world over, differs from the actual speech of men and 
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women. [t is bur primitive ballads char arc in the spoken idiom 
of any tribe, and: the mantras are not simple ballads of Love and 
wai sung by a primitive people, but ihcy are composed in art 
artificial style, fall of archaisms and poetic conssr actions and 
complicated, well defined metrical forms, of which there are s i x. ty 
in the Rig Veda 5 ant hit a, and under the influence of a well 
developed literary convention. The extraordinary eare will! which 
the musical accent {svm-a} of the mantras was preserved in their 
rccilatien is another proof thal the Vedic language was a sacred 
d la lee; and not a vernacular." ■ Dr. Maedonell calls the Vedie 
language a " cause -language ", a " scholastic dialect of a class,' 
" art artirrcially archaic dialect, handed down from one generation to 
the other w iLhin the class of priestly singers. " : Hence it could not 
have been a vernacular nor have become the parent of the 
vernaculars of Northern India now spoken by the Hr ah man a and 
the Chaniar. The fact that Ihc knowledge of Sanskrit was 
restricted to Arya vartta, north of the Vindhyas, for several 
thousand years and did not influence the South Indian dialects, 
from the primitive Kui to the polished Tamil, which latter attained 
the position of a vehicle of literature, independent of S-anskiit 
influence, has led superficial enquirers into the belief tliuL the 
northern dialects aie Sanskritic and the southern dialects non- 
Sanskritie. On the contrary all the spoken dialects of modern 
India belong to one linguistic family, other than the Indo-Gci manic 
fan! illy. 



THE MYTII OF THE IMPORTATION' OF TIIE SOLTD INDIAN 
LANGUAGES FROM OUTSIDE INDIA 

Certain investigators assume that everything Indian must have 
been imported at some remote time from outside India. They 
hold Lhat the speakers of primitive Tamil and other South Endian 
languages, to whom they give the name of the Dravidian race, 
must have settled in India from Central Asia. These theorists 
drag large bodies of ancient people along tbe snap of Asia and 
Europe as easily as chessmen are shifted on the chess-board, and 
make them wander aimlessly from country to country, merely to 
support their baseless theories. It happens that certain words of 
the Brahui dialect of Baluchistan resemble certain Tamil words. 
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